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SUBJ: GENERAL BRIEFING STATEMENT FOR MISS LILLIAN VISIT 

1. ABOUT THE SIZE OF CONNECTICUT, THE GAMBIA HAS A POPULATION OP 
APPROXIMATELY 570,000. THE COUNTRY IS HEAVILY AGRICULTURAL, 
DEPENDING ON THE EXPORT OP PEANUTS (GROUNDNUTS) FOR OVER 

90 PER CENT OP ITS FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS. PER CAPITA 
INCOME, AT ABOUT DOES 150 ANNUALLY, PLACES THE GAMBIA ON THE LIST 
OF "LEAST DEVELOPED" COUNTRIES. SITUATED JUST SOUTH OP THE 
SAHELIAN ZONE, THE GAMBIA HAS BEEN SEVERELY EPFECTED BY 
DROUGHT. ITS PEANUT PRODUCTION FOR 1977 WAS 35 PER CENT 
BELOW NORMAL, CAUSING A SHARP DROP IN EXPORT EARNINGS. 

2. ONE OF THE MOST STABLE COUNTRIES IN WEST AFRICA, THE GAMBIA 

IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS AND FULLY RESPECTS 
HUMAN RIGHTS. SIR DAWDA JAWARA, THE GAMBIA'S LEADER SINCE 
BEPORE INDEPENDENCE, WON REFLECTION TO A NEW PIVE YEAR TERM 
IN 1977, IN AN OPEN CLOSELY POUGHT PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION. THE 
COUNTRY BOASTS A FREE PRESS, LIBERAL ECONOMIC POLICIES, AN INDEPEN- 
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DENT JUDICIARY, AND AN ACTIVE OPPOSITION. WITHOUT MILITARY PORCES, 
THE GAMBIA'S SECURITY IS MAINTAINED BY A SMALL, EPFECTIVE POLICE 
FORCE OF 1000 MEN. 

3. THE GAMBIA'S CURRENT FIVE YEAR PLAN WAS CONCEIVED DURING THE 
DROUGHT PERIOD OF THE EARLY 1970'S. IT PLACES GREAT STRESS ON 
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN THE RURAL SECTOR, INCLUDING 
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AUGMENTED EOOD PRODUCTION AND PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE. ALL 
GOVERNMENT PLANNING, WHICH CHANNELS FOREIGN DONOR ASSISTANCE, 

IS DESIGNED TO INSULATE THE COUNTRY FROM FURTHER CONSEQUENCES OF 
DROUGHT. FOOD STORAGE FACILITIES ARE UNDER CONSTRUCTION, THE 
ROAD NETWORK IS BEING EXPANDED, AND RICE PRODUCTION PROJECTS ARE 
UNDERWAY. THESE ARE AMONG EXAMPLES WHICH REPRESENT A RATIONAL 
MARSHALLING OF DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES IN POSITIVE 
DIRECTIONS, IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT DROUGHT-RELATED EXPERIENCE. 

4. US ASSISTANCE TO THE GAMBIA IS INCREASING SIGNIFICANTLY, 

AND WILL AMOUNT TO APPROXIMATELY 3 MILLION DOLLARS IN THE 
CURRENT FISCAL YEAR. IN RESPONSE TO RENEWED DROUGHT DURING 1977, 

AID HAS PROVIDED 2000 TONS OF FOOD GRAINS IN DIRECT BILATERAL 
ASSISTANCE TO THE GAMBIA FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION TO HUNGRY FARMERS. 

AN EQUAL AMOUNT HAS BEEN US DONATED VIA THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM. 
NEARLY ONE HALF MILLION DOLLARS HAS BEEN OBLIGATED TO ASSIST THE 
GAMBIA'S CROP PROTECTION UNIT, TO BE USED FOR COMMODITIES AND 
TRAINING. USAID RECENTLY CONCLUDED THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT US- 
GAMBIAN BILATERAL PROJECT AGREEMENT, WHICH ENVISAGES THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT UNIT IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, TRAINING FOR GAMBIAN PERSONNEL, AND 
DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGY FOR IMPROVED UTILIZATION OF RURAL WATER 
RESOURCES. TECHNICIANS FOR THIS PROJECT ARE NOW BEING RECRUITED, 

AND SHOULD BE IN PLACE BY AUTUMN. AID HAS FUNDED CONSTRUCTION 

OF A DOES 250,000 NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER TO TRAIN COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT WORKERS, AND IS FINANCING SEVERAL GAMBIAN STUDENTS 
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UNDER THE AFRICAN MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. SINCE 1972, THE 
AID-FUNDED MATERNAL/CHILD HEALTH PROJECT (CONTRACTED TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT SANTA CRUZ) HAS SPENT OVER ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, TRAINING, AND COMMODITIES 
TO SUPPORT A PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES. CATHOLIC RELIEF 
SERVICES OPERATES A REGULAR PL-480 (TITLE II) FEEDING PROGRAM 
TO FURTHER BETTER NUTRITION FOR MOTHERS AND PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 

AT AN AID-FUNDED COST OF ABOUT DOES 400,000 PER YEAR. 

5. PEACE CORPS HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN THE GAMBIA FOR THE PAST DECADE. 

IT IS THE MOST VISIBLE ASPECT OF THE U.S. PRESENSE IN THE GAMBIA, 

AND ENJOYS AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION. THERE ARE CURRENTLY 26 
VOLUNTEERS AND 10 TRAINEES WORKING IN THE PROGRAM. RECENT EMPHASIS 
HAS BEEN TO PLACE MORE VOLUNTEERS IN RURAL AREAS. UP COUNTRY 
VOLUNTEERS INCLUDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKERS, SMALL BUSINESS 
ADVISORS, AND ONE SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION EXPERT. BANJUL AND 
ENVIRONS HOST TEACHERS, HEALTH WORKERS, SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORS, 
CITY PLANNERS, AND TWO ARCHIVISTS. WYGANT 
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